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T Times- Dispatch Staji Writer
. . The president of a chemical .

.waste disposal plant just out-
side Richmond has told stateof-

. ficials that he would rather

close the facility than make

~eostly site improvements fL-
. quired byacer tificateissuedt
~ the facility in October.

State Water Contro! Boardol-
ficials said yesterday that the

. firm has missed a December
- deadline for submitting the

design for improvements to’

‘contain runcff that officiais
‘fear might contaminate the
sund water or the neardy
ickahominy River.
water board officials say the

" firm. Liquid Waste Disposal

Inc., which operates an 18,000~
gallon storage tank and in-

_cinerator in Hanover County, is

tlie only chemical waste dis.
posil facility in eastern
“Virginia.

Regqiiirements for site im-
provemments are the resultof a
small spill in April of what up-
peared to be red ink soivent

The firm has never he

~n

_routinely inzpected by the staid
Health Daeparument or, untii
_April, by the water board. undit

apparently has never been re-
quired to report to the stite
what materiuls it is hundling,

According to Eugene T, Rilce
Jr., the firin has incinerated
several muiiion gulious of in-

o dustrint waste i the past eighi

years,
" (pay)
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It 1s unknown if any of the

flammable industrial waste >

handled by the firm was toxic. .
The facility is located off

Richfcod Road, within15fcetof
- an unnamed tributary of the.. i 1 !
“ plan for treating or disposing of

Chickatiominy River and about
amite from the river.

“Rijec wrote a fetter- to the:
water board saying thit he
would rather close than meat
recuirasments outlined in
certificateissued Oct. 26, water

- boar¢ enginecer Michael

Greqory said yesterday.
Rilee was unavallab
comment last night. -
Gre
vill be fer state officizls woeo:
fer on the matter. “We'il just

et

" have to get together and see if

[Rilee] plans to mcet the re-
guirements or close,” Gregory
said. -

The certificate also reomn_d
that Liguid Waste Digposat s
begin submitiing moz:whty
reports of what substances it
~:s haadling. But the {irni has
nor yot done this, Gregory said.

He <aid the reports should
tepintnis monih. They werenot

required in November and
December, he said. because the
certilicate specified no dute for
when they shonld begin, )

Gregory said he had just
assumed the firm would begin
submriing reperts when it sub-
muited ine desizns which have
a0t been recetved,

“A date probabiy shoul! hav <
been put in the certliwate,
Grcx,m) said. It was an aver-
sight.”

.lu .

oty said the next sie»
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C-regory has said that the
water board became aviore of
Liauid Waste Disposal Inc. oaly

" (Vo years ago.

Ancther requirement of the
certificate was submission of a

runoff such as rain —aplanre-
quired under .a water board
program which has been in‘ef-

fect since 1971 -for industries
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such as Liquid Waste Disposal

! nc. that do not dzsc}‘arge into .

ate xaters.
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Last suimmer, Rilee descnb-.

ed as very cos

tly and **absurd™

he requirement of the cer-
tificate that the surface under

the facility be sealed toprevent

_seepage into ground water.

A dike that has been started

would have to be raised to a

fevel ensuring containmentofa
“10d-year flaad "under termsof

“fhe eertificate, and the around |

pnder tne tenk angd inchieralor
.would have to be sealed with a

- confirmation
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liner of material such as con-
-crete, asphalt, clay or fabric.
Althouph the design for these
improvements should have
been received by the water
board by .Dec. 26, the firm <ti]l
has 'a grace period, Gregory
said. The leagth is determined
on a casc by case basis, he saic.
‘“The maximum grace period
is about 14 days, after which a
letter would he sent withafinal
request for either thedesignsor
that the {irm 1is
clesing, Gregory said. .
After that, the water board
may take lezal action against

the firm, he said.






